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' '•.'••'. ENFORCEMENT STAYS CANCELLED . , ' . ' -" 
> ' f ' . . . ' • , - ' ' • - , 

, , ',' L. B, Schwellenbach, Secretary of Labor, and ¥fc. R, McCom.b, Admini .strator oi 

the Wage and hour and Public Contracts Divisions, today wi-thdrevr all orders and 

enforcement policies under which enforcement of the -̂ Tage-Hovir Law and the Public 

Contracts Act vras stayed for any of a variety of reasons. , .. 

lhe general withdrav/al of these orders and policies published -coday (Tuesday 

in the Federal Register -was announced as an over-all policy, pending further re

view of the full im.plications of ths Portal-to-Portal Act of 1947, •';he tw-o 

officials declared. . - • ' 

"In order to ochievo the degree of certainty envisioned -by the .t'̂ ortal-to-

Portal Act v;e hsve taken t'nis me.'̂ ns to assure employees and er'-.ployers that their 

future rights and liabilities L'̂ nder the tvro Acts .v.-ill not be limited by enforce

ment policies adopted prior to the enactrrent of the Portal-to-Portal Act," they 

said. , . . '̂  , . 

They pointed out thttt vrhile no accur.̂ t̂e estimate can be made of the nuraber 

of persons affected by this action, it ivjll be comp.aratively sm.all. 

The •'v','a!;.:e-Hour Administrator explained that during the elev-an ycers under the 

Viilf'sh-Eealey Act and nine years under fne P'air Labor Standards Act the Divisions 

had formiulated a number of policies vrith regard to inspections, restitution of 

back v..'ages, or enforcem.ent procedures v,-ith respect to certain industries. These 

polioies were adopted pending clarification by t'ne courts, cooperative action by 

industrial associations, or pending .further consider.f.tion of irxdividual problems 

presented. '̂  "/•' ' ,' ,..'•'.;.,,• . ] 
i "•':.-:"'̂ '̂ -••-iy. 'i ' . ' •: y. •-• . ' ' -• 
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In one type of situation, for exam.ple, to-ler:'..nco poriods v.-ere provided so 

thtat a.<>,'?)OoiationE, v/orking vrith individual m.emberc and iî  cooperation, with the 

Divisions, could assist their membership in m.'-'king nece.'̂ sar̂ .'' adjustm.ents tc bring 
" \ 

thom into liill compliance withthe Actss ''' •' 

In sorae instances t h e Divisions had adoptod pclici'-3s of not ma'cing Cr;;rtrin 

types of in.'^pections^ largely because comparatively petty miitters wore ifivolved. 

In each inst.anc.s employees and employers vreru le.ft free to test their ovrr. 

views ip, prix'-ate litigation. , ' -., . , . ", ' ,' ' i.i. ... 

"During the period in v/hich these policies v;ere adopted," McComb said, 

"enplcyei-s "ircro free to bring the'̂ r ov/n suits, but the Portal-to-Portal Act, by 

making administrative practic.-es and tnforcement policies binding, has changed the 

official status of actions of this typ.,. Therefore, these -enforeent,,nt policies 

have been rescinded and the basic policy of universal1-/ strict enforcement is 

freed of qu;:.,lification." / ' , ' "'" .. •" 

The text of the formal statement of the SecretTy "nd thfj Administrator is 

as follovrs : ' ,. 

"In order to clari.fy at -this tim.e the practices aud policies wh.ich will guide, 
the administration and enforcement of the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, as 
amend'3d, (52 Stat. 1060, 29 UoS.C. 201-219), and tho Y'^rish-Heraoy Act, as amended, 
(49 Stat. 2036, 41 U.,S.C. 35-45), as affected by the Portal-to-Portal Act of 1947, 
(Pub, Lavr 45, 80th Cong. 1st Sess,), the folloxving policy is announced effective; 
June 30th, 1947. 

The investigation, inspection and en.forcfimi5nt activities of all officers 
and agencies of the Department of Labor as they relate to the Fair Labor Standards 
Aot and tho Walsh-Healoy Act vrill be carried out on tho basis that all oiuploy-
ers in all industries whose activities are subject to the provisions of the Fair 
Labor St^^ndards Act or the -Vfalsh-Rsaley Act are responsible for strict com.pliance 
-with the provisions thereof and the regulations issued pursuant th.sreto. 

Any statements, ordera, or ihstructions inconsistent herev/ith are rescinded," 
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